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Early caution by NDMA averts large catastrophe

Nearly 13 people were killed in a mass
movement of terrain and landslide at village
Ata'abad in District Hunza Nagar Gilgit-
Baltistan on January 4, 2010. Another 05
personswere injured while 06 went missing
in the low lying Sarat village. Due to the
landslide, 1655 persons were displaced,
while 25,000 people in upper Hunza have
been cut off from the rest of the country due
to a 3 km blockage of Karakoram Highway.
A 10 km wide lake has been formed due to
the blockage of the Hunza River,
threatening the low lying areas.

in Hunza

Anoutburst o fdus t clo uds due to the landslide

It is worth mentioning that the eastern part of Ata'abad village was declared as hazardousarea by the

NDMA,in September, 2009. The early warning was made on the basisof a study conducted by the NDMA,

through the GeologicalSurvey of Pakistan and some 103 families of Ata‘abad were evacuated and shifted

View of the damaged houses

to a safer place well before the incident.
This helped in saving precious human lives
to asignificant level.

The NDMA immediately responded by
deploying the specialized Search and
Rescue Team, equipped with sophisticated
search cameras and a canine component
by helicopters. This helped in extending
crucial technical support to the local
administration, volunteers, scouts and
other agenciesinvolved in the search and
rescue operation from 5th to 8th January,
2010.

NDMAinitially deployed four helicopters for
response. Provision of shelter and food

have been provided to the affected population. Asof 3 February, over 5086 people including 252 students
have been transported with the help of 560 helicopter sorties and other means. The NDMA also
establisheda Control Room manned by its Operation Team, to help the local authorities in organizing relief

and rescue, monitoring and
coordinating efforts to re-open the KKH
and Hunza River, ensuring robust civil-
military coordination and aviation
efforts.

The Chairman, NDMA remained at the
site during the initial three days of the
incident, and later for aweek from 27th
Januaryto superviseall operations and
tasked all relevant agencies to
establish an effective coordination
mechanism. He also visited the
artificial lake formed at Hunza River
near the disaster hit Ata'abad village
On 28 January 2010. He directed the
concernedauthorities to expedite work
on breachingthe artificial dam.

Chairman NDMA, Lt. Gen. (R) Farooq Ahmad Khan being
briefed about excavation work at Hunza river blockage site
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