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PRESS RELEASE

Subject:
NDMA Signs UN’s Joint Programme on           Disaster Risk Management
13 UN agencies combine their strengths to ensure a comprehensive response to Disaster Risk Management in Pakistan
Islamabad, February 10, 2009:
Mr. Shaukat Nawaz Tahir. Senior Member, National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and the Co-Chairs of the Disaster Risk Management (DRM) Joint Programme, Miss. Mikiko (Acting country Director UNDP), Wolfgang Herbinger (Country Director WFP), and Country heads / representatives of FAO, ILO, IOM, UNAIDS, UNESCO, UNIFEM, UNFPA, UNHABITAT, UNHCR, UNICEF and WHO signed the United Nation’s (UN) Pakistan Joint Programme Document in the presence of the Senior Officials of Economic Affairs Division (EAD). 

Thirteen out of the nineteen UN agencies operating in Pakistan have planned and developed a Joint programme to address the needs for disaster risk management in Pakistan. The two years programme for 2009-2010 is estimated to cost around US$ 66.359 million. 

In January 2009 National Disaster Management Commission (NDMC) headed by Prime Minister approved national action plan of NDMA for years 2009-2010 for Disaster Risk Management Capacity Building. In pursuance of the decision of National Disaster Management Commission, NDMA has entered into partnership with UN system and developed this One UN Disaster Risk Management programme to ensure implementation of National Action programme as approved by NDMC. The DRM joint programme will assist the Government of Pakistan in developing national capacities and systems for disaster risk management on sustainable basis. These initiative will reduce the impact of disasters on the poor and most vulnerable segments of the population, increase national and local level community capacities to be better prepared and to timely respond to the occurrence of disaster and thus contribute to the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals. The Programme will also address disasters resulting from communicable diseases and food shortages. The NDMA and UN will work with relevant Government counterparts at the federal, provincial and district level along with NGOs’ and the private sector for the implementation of this Joint Programme.
On this occasion Mr. Shaukat Nawaz Tahir expressed his appreciation for the support provided by the UN and hoped that:
“Through these initiatives the pain and agony of the people of Pakistan who are vulnerable to disasters and those who suffer at the hands of disaster will be minimized.

The joint programme will be implemented over a period of two years with emphasis on initiatives that will address the priority areas of the Government of Pakistan. The DRM joint programmes outcome aim at minimizing losses from natural hazards and enhancing capacities in high-risk communities. The objectives are:
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· To strengthen institutional capacities at federal, provincial and local levels to take disaster risk management forward in the policy making, planning and development processes.

· To enhance understanding and develop knowledge / information management systems on major hazards, vulnerabilities and associated risks 

· To promote Community Based DRM (CBDRM), develop guidelines, tools and mechanisms for CBDRM and provide feedback for the national policy-making process.
The participating UN agencies for this joint programme are FAO, ILO, IOM, UNAIDS, UNDP, UNESCO, UNIFEM, UNFPA, UNHABITAT, UNHCR, UNICEF, WHO, and WFP. All these agencies are pooling up their strengths together to ensure that a cohesive and comprehensive effort is made to achieve the objectives set in this joint programme. The joint programme is Co-Chaired by UNDP and WFP.

After the signing ceremony the Co-Chairs said that they felt confident that after the implementation of the joint programme the Government and people of Pakistan will be better prepared to face and respond to any disaster in a timely and efficient manner. 

(Muhammad Irfan Ch.)

        PRO to Chairman  NDMA
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Copy to all:-

UN AGENCY ESTIMATE COSTS (US$ 13 M PER PROVINCE)
	Sr. No.
	Agency
	Estimated Costs USD (Millions)

	1.
	FAO
	7.3

	2.
	UNDP
	21.9

	3.
	UNHABITAT
	10.6

	4.
	UNFPA
	0.46(around US$ 5 Lac)

	5.
	UNIFEM
	1.8

	6.
	UNESCO
	8.4

	7.
	WFP
	5.3

	8.
	WHO
	3.2

	9.
	ILO
	2.4

	10.
	OCHA
	0.020 (US$ 20,000)

	11.
	UNICEF
	2.8

	12.
	IOM
	1.6

	13.
	UNAIDS
	0.17

	Grand Total
	65.95


