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Flood-hit people

President convenes
eting today

me

[SLAMABAD: President Asil
Ali Zardari on Saturday has a
long discussion with legislators,
district administration of flood
affected arcas and irrigation
antharities on dewatering in flood
affected areas of Sindh through
video conferencing from Control
Centre at Bilawal Howse Karachi
and corvened a special meeting
on Sunday (today) to further dis-
cuss dewatering issue with
Ministry of Water and Power,
Wapda, experts and intermtional
consultants, appointed for this
PUIrpOSE,

International experts will sub-
mil the Master Plan for deainage
t handle similar calamities in the
provinces in fiture.

During the Sunday’s video
conferencing President visited
districts of Sanghar, Mirpurkhas,
Umerkot, Tando Allahyar, T b
Khan, Matiari, Nausheroferoz,
Badin and Khairpar and interact-
ed with the government and
MM Az, Senators, MPAs and
DCOs of these areas,

The conference was informed
that an inlernational assistance of
Rs 18 hillion has so far been
committed for the flood affectecs
2011,

In compliance with President’s
directive the MDNA and POMA
have placed details of reliel mea-

‘siires ‘provided to affectees soxfar

o their website, which is dpen

oofor public, . it was further

* President swas alse informed
that-an overall Master Plan is
being prepared for the entire
provinge of Sindh to deal with

similar calamities in future
because of fears that this cycle
my continue for a few years as a
result of climatic change.

President Zardari directed
Wapda to prepare a similar mas-
ter plan for the province of
Bakochistan, which has also been
partially affected during recent
tloxds.

President said that he would
soon be visiting he flood-affected
areas once again to see for him-
self the relief measuwres taken and
to b with the people in distress,

The President also called upon
the affluent people of society to
step forward and to generously
help the poot people who had
been affected by the floods so that
they are also able to enjoy the Eid
celehrations like rest of the peo-
ple.

The President especially
inquired about progress made in
the distribution of Pakistan Cards
among the affectees. The
President was informed that addi-
tional Nadra staff was working
with provincial component of
Disaster Management Authority
and Government of Sindh to
expedite selling up mone centres
for processing and distribution of
Pakistan Cards.

The President directed 1o expe-
dite the procedure so that more
peaple could e catered before
thi Eid.

President during video confer-
encing also visited the NDMA
wehsite and inspected the avail-
ahility of procurement informa-
tion, which has been made avail-
able on website.

It miay be recalled that NDMA
while submitting its compliance
report of the President’s carlier
directives has informed the
Presidency, that it worked out a
comprehensive mechanism for
procurements and ensuring unin-
termupted supply chain manage-
ment for (e flood affectess.

The NDMA has made avail-
able on internet all the data con-
cerning details of vendors, pur-
chase orders, goods procured,
unit price, quantity procured, pey-
mienls and even the chegque num-
bers issued against each payment.

The President appreciated
MNIMA’s effore and called for the
need for the other departments (o
follow the precedent of making
all information of public concern
available for easy access of the
public.

The President also directed all
the concemed district officials to
facilitate the farmers of their areas
and to ensure availability of
wheat seed o them for the Bald
crop 2011-12.

The President said that any

delay in the distribution mecha--

niem would adversely affect the
farmer and will not be tolerated,
Tie continued. The President was
informed that dewalering process
of the stagnated water has almaost

been completed in- the most

affected areass

The President also' recalled His
earlier direetive for camying ol a
comprehensive study to examine
feasibility of diverting flood
waters (0. the natural catehments
areas and called for its early

implemnentation—NMI
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Master plan for flood control dlscussed

By Shamim-ur-Rahman

KARACHT, Oct 2% Through
video links, President Asif Ali
Zardari on Saturday discussed
with legislators, district offi-
cials and frrigation authorities
a master plan for controlling
funure floods.:
| Hecomrened a special meet-

ing on Sunday (todav) to dis-
| cuss issues of dewatering with
the officials of ministry of
water and power, Wapda and
international consultants
appointed for the purpose,

The foreign experts will sub-
mit a master plan for &
drainage svstem  to handle
future calamities in Sindh.

The president obtained
information about floodwaters
and  relief measures  in
Sanghar, Mirpurkhas,
Umerkot, Tando Allabyar, THL
Khan, Matiari, Naushero
Feroeze, Badin and - Khairpur
districts and interacted . with
MNAs, Senators, MPAs and

DCOs concerned.

The  conference = was
informed that an international
assistance of Rs18 billion has

's0 far been committed for

flood-affected people.

In compliance with the pres-
ident’s directive, the NDAA
and PDMA placed details of
reliel measures provided to
affected people on their web-

site which is open for pulbilic,

The president was informed
that a master plan was being
prepared - for the entire

provinee of Sindh to deal with

similar calamities in future
because of fears that this crcle
may contdnue for a fow yvozrs
as a result of climatic change,

President Zardari  direcred
Wapda ' to prepare a similar
master plan’ for Balochistan
which has  been partially
affected during the recent
floads.

The President said thdt he
would soon visit flood-affected
areas once again to see the

relief IEeAsHres lﬂka‘n and to

- be with the people in dJSE‘ES_S.
He inquired about progress |

made in the distribution of
Pakistan Cards among affect-
ed people.

The President mﬂed upon
the affluent people to gener-
ously help the poor peocple
who had been affected by
floods 5o that they were able to
enjoy Eid celebrations like
other people. :

The President inguired
abour progress made in the
distribution of Pakistan Cards
among people hit by the flood.

He was informed that addi-
tional Madea staff wais working
with provincial component of
the Disaster © Managerment
Anthority and the Sindh gov-
ernment to expedite setting up
more centers for processing
and distribution of Pakistan
Cards.

The' Prezident directed to

expedite the procedure so that

more people could be catered

before Eld

The NDMA while submit-
fng irs compliance report on
the Presidents earlier direc

' tives informed that it worked

out.a comprehensive mecha-
nism for procurements and
ensuring uninterrupted supply
chain management for the
flopd-affected people.

The NDMA made available
on internet all the data con-
cerning details of vendors, pur-
chase orders, goods procured,
unit price, quantity procured,
payments and even cheque
numbers issued a.s:mnst each
payment.

The President directed dis-
trict officials concerned to
facilitate  farmers of their
areas and to ensure availabili-
ty of wheat seed to them for
the 2011-12 Rabi crop.

He said that any delay in
the  distribution mechanism
would adversely affect the
farmers and wounld hot be tol-
erated.

Media Cell, Prime Minister's Secretariat, NDMA, Islamabad

Dated: _) fo .-"IQ = .?ﬂ"."'.-Ir






